
Design a new playground!

You have $100,000 to create a new playground for Peter Howell Elementary School.  Maybe 
we will have a new swimming pool, a skate park, or a laser-tag facility.  But you need to stay 
within your budget!  You should also think about landscaping--should we have new grass or 
trees?  Is there shade on the playground?  Make sure to have age-appropriate equipment, and 
the right kind of surface below.

1. Figure out the dimensions of the playground area.
2. Interview Mr. O about the safety requirements of playground equipment (also ask Mrs. 

Hunley for a sheet of safety standards).
3. Use Google to figure out how much different types of playground equipment cost.
4. Survey your fellow students to find out what type of playground equipment they most 

want.
5. Present the results of your survey to the class using some type of visual representation, 

for example, a graph or pie chart.
6. Decide what you will build and can afford (create a budget).
7. Present your proposal to the class and include a blueprint showing the design of the new 

playground.  You will also create a report showing your budget for the new playground, 
and the results from your survey.



Create a new school meal!

You have been selected to create a new school breakfast or lunch for Peter Howell Elementary 
School. Maybe we will have steak and eggs, or a salad bar.  But you need to keep the cost low 
and meet the USDA school meal standards.

1. Find out how many kids are at Peter Howell Elementary School.
2. Interview the cafeteria people to find out what makes up a balanced lunch for students.  

It also needs to match the USDA standards for school breakfast or lunch.  (Ask Mrs. 
Hunley or go to http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-01-26/pdf/2012-1010.pdf)

3. Use Google to figure out how much different types of food will cost and if they fit in the 
USDA standards.

4. Survey your fellow students to find out what kind of food they would like to eat for 
breakfast or lunch.

5. Present the results of your survey to the class using some type of visual representation, 
for example, a graph or pie chart.

6. Decide what you will plan for your meal and can afford (create a budget).
7. Present your proposal to the class including your budget.  Be sure to include a picture 

showing the new school meal.  You will also create a report showing your budget for the 
new meal, and the results from your survey.

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-01-26/pdf/2012-1010.pdf


Design a new animal enclosure!

Reid Park Zoo wants to add a new animal enclosure.  Decide on an animal, find out how much 
space that animal needs, and how much it costs to feed that animal.  You will also design an 
enclosure (try to make it feel like home!)  Remember, animals can be expensive, so we want to 
keep costs down.

1. Find what animals are already at Reid Park Zoo.  Remember, we want to have a new 
animal.  (Go to http://www.tucsonzoo.org/meet-the-animals/)

2. Survey students to see what new animal they would most like to see at the zoo.
3. Present the results of your survey to the class using some type of visual representation, 

for example, a graph or pie chart.
4. Interview a zookeeper to find out how much it costs to take care of the animal you 

chose.
5. Present the results of your survey to the class using some type of visual representation, 

for example, a graph or pie chart.
6. Decide what you will purchase for the enclosure and what you can afford (create a 

budget).
7. Present your proposal to the class including the budget.  Include a picture showing 

blueprint of the new enclosure.  You will also create a report showing your budget for 
the new animal and enclosure, and the results from your survey.

http://www.tucsonzoo.org/meet-the-animals/
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