POW #4

What Does a Mathematician Do?

Due Friday Sept 25

For this week's POW, you will read the article called “What Do Mathematicians Do?” by A.J. Berrick, which is posted on the website. After reading the article, you will write a response. Your response should be in the form of an essay. It should include any responses and thoughts that you have while reading the paper. In addition, you should answer the following questions:

What is meant by abstraction? Can you give an example of a place where a mathematician might want to make a concept more abstract?

How is mathematics different than the physical sciences?

Consider a topic which you do not associate with mathematics (like the zebras from the paper). How might a mathematician see this topic? What questions might they ask about it?

The essay should be written using multiple paragraphs including an introduction, body paragraphs, and a conclusion.

