
 Flowing Wells High School 
 Courses: Pre-Calculus and Pre-AP Algebra 

Goals 

Problem of the month 

If a ball is on the ground, how high is it? 

Student Responses 

• Improve students’ understanding of mathematical notation and 
equations. 

• Have students learn how to apply the skills they learned in 
class to a real world situation. 

• Increase awareness of the applications of mathematics and the 
broad range of subjects it covers. 

This semester we will be 
implementing problems of the 
month. These problems will 
both encourage critical thinking 
and introduce some interesting 
areas of mathematics. 

Teacher: Chuck Taylor 
Fellow: Amy Veprauskas 

 

FUN with FUNctions 

Math in the News 

Navigating between representations and their physical interpretations 

Understanding representations 

When students cover quadratic 
functions, they are often asked to 
answer questions related to 
projectiles.  

Given the equation for the 
trajectory of a projectile, they 
often have difficulties giving the 
physical interpretation of the 
model.  

The aim of this exercise was to 
improve this understanding by 
having them create their own 
models. 

Other potential topics: graph theory, knot theory, strategy 
games 

Who’s the largest employer of mathematicians in the US? 
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