Dear Student,

You have received this letter because your Math 115a/115b instructor has recommended you to be a preceptor for the Spring semester of Math 115a.  Please read this letter describing the opportunity. If you are interested, please fill out the attached application form and submit it to Cheryl Ekstrom in Room 108 of the Mathematics Building, or email it to ekstrom@math.arizona.edu.

“Why are you recruiting preceptors for Math 115a?”
Math 115a is now taught in a large lecture of 200-300 students, instead of having multiple sections of 28 students each.  The new structure is much more manageable if the instructor can rely on experienced students to interact with and lead their peers through the semester, both in class and out of class.  I am trying to recruit about 20 student preceptors for each of the three sections for the Spring 2010 semester.

“What is expected of me as a Math 115a preceptor?”
As a preceptor for Math 115a, you are expected to enroll in the three-credit course LASC 297a.  This class will meet once a week for 9 weeks, starting the week of February 1.  The course is scheduled to meet on Wednesdays from 2:00pm to 3:50pm.  In addition, you are expected to attend all class meetings of your assigned section of Math 115a in the Spring.  The class sections are scheduled for 8:00-9:15am, 9:30-10:45am, and 3:30-4:45pm, Tuesdays and Thursdays.   The group of preceptors will also hold workshops, though the group as a whole can decide how to arrange those.

“What’s in it for me?”
In addition to the letter grade awarded for the three units of elective credit, you will be getting professional-level training drawn from best practices in today’s corporate consulting world.  By being a preceptor, you will be working with students, giving presentations, and running workshops, which will develop communication and group facilitation skills.  These skills are vital for succeeding in the Eller program, and for future job searching.  Eller has always supported the Teaching Teams Program (TTP), and recognizes that students who have participated in TTP’s preceptor course have desirable skills and experience.

Along with the skills and experience you will be gaining, you will also be developing a working relationship with a faculty member.  This relationship can yield an excellent letter of recommendation to accompany your applications for academic programs, internships, and career opportunities.  By becoming a Math 115a preceptor, you will be giving yourself an advantage in your academic and professional future.

You will also find this to be a way to stay sharp on the material from 115a.  Many preceptors for Math 115a are either taking Math 115b simultaneously, or preparing for the Eller Entrance Exam.  Either way, preceptors will find this to be a convenient review of the material.
“I am already signed up to be a preceptor in another class, or have been a preceptor in the past.  Can I still be a 115a preceptor?”
Being a preceptor in another course (concurrently or from another semester) should not discourage you from applying for the 115a Preceptorship.  This opportunity will be different from any other preceptorship, in that it is specific to 115a and you will be receiving professional-level training.  That said, you have to ask yourself if you have the time for this.  There is certainly a time commitment expected for the LASC 297a class.  If you would like to discuss your course load for the semester, I’d be happy to meet with you.



If you have any further questions about the preceptor opportunity, please send me an email at ekstrom@math.arizona.edu.

I look forward to hearing from you soon!

Sincerely,

Cheryl Ekstrom
Lecturer, Dept. of Mathematics


Preceptor Application

Name  _______________________________	Major  ______________________________

Email  _______________________________	Phone  ______________________________

In what semester did you take 115a?  __________________	         Grade in 115a _______
    
Who referred you to be a preceptor?  __________________


Please respond to the following questions:
1. What are your top three reasons for becoming a preceptor?  Explain each reason.



2. What do you think a preceptorship will help you learn or accomplish?



3. What do you think is your primary strength that you will be able to offer as a preceptor in Math 115a?



4. When you were a student in Math 115a, did your section have preceptors?    YES      NO 
If yes, was there anything else they could have done to better assist the students?  Explain.  
If not, what do you think a preceptor could have added to your class to help the students?

   

5. What questions do you have about the preceptor experience?




Please return this Cheryl Ekstrom in Math 108, or email it to ekstrom@math.arizona.edu       
	 by January 1, 2010
