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Local news

US-Oman academic co-operation lauded

By A Staff Reporter

MUSCAT — Gary A Grappo, US Ambassador to the Sultanate, vesterday commended the successful collaboration among American, Omari
and other institutions from around the wotld in various academic programimes. Addressing the closing session of the Leaming Technologies
and Mathematics Middle East conference at Sultan Qaboos University, the ambassador lauded the successful collaboration between the
MMathematics and Statistics Department of SQU and the Institute for Mathematics and Education of the University of Arizona.

“The presence of American professors from Arizona and the University of Rochester in New York at the conference is an affirmation that the
long-standing ties that bind US-Omani relations go bevond our excellent diplomatic and economic partnerships to include ever-stronger ones
in education at all levels.” the ambassador noted. “The subject of finding new and better ways to teach mathematics is an important one i its
own right. The breadth of expenience and the diversity of participants from many countnes and institutions greatly enhance the conference’s
potential inpact,” the ambassador said.

“Women are so well represented in the conference. Old stereotypes die hard, and the false belief that women do not excel in mathematics and
scienice is one we are working hard to overcome in the US, just as countries in the region are doing,” Grappo noted. “The participation of
those ivolved in secondary as well as higher education is notable. A solid foundation in mathematics is essential to a student’s education
and teachers, and professors of mathematics have a special responsibility in this technologically focused era to ensure that all students
understand and appreciate the science that underlies our world and our interaction with it.” the ambassador said.

“With employment in every profession and line of work becoming ever more competitive and demanding, it is vital that students be given the
knowledge and shills that will allow them to compete not only with peers at home, but with graduates around the world. Co-operative
international programmes such as this help make that goal a reality,” Grappo added.
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Riyami opens maths conference at SQU PHOTO GALLERY

By Hilal Al Baadi

MUSCAT HE Dr Saud Bin Nasser &l Rivami, Vice-Chancellar of
Sultan Qaboos University, inaugurated the Middle East
conference on mathematics and learning technalogies at the
university hall on Saturday.

The opening ceremony began with an introductory speech by
Frof. Or Ali Awad Yousif, Dean of the College of Sciences, in
which he welcomed the participants to the conference.

He =aid that the conference would provide an opportunity for
exchanging experiences and knowledge in the field of teaching
mathematics.

He also touched upon the difficulties being faced by mathematics
teachers all over the world, such as encouraging students who
are not interested in studying mathematics.

Frof. William Mack Kalam, Director of the Institute for
Mathematics and Education of the University of Arizona, thanked
Sultan Qaboos University for hosting the conference, saying that
the conference was the first international cooperation of his
institution with a university cutside the United States. The
abjective of the canference is to address the difficulties being
faced by mathematics teachers.

Or Mohamed Ben Rhouma, president of the organising
committee of the conference, said the number of students
interested in studying the subject was decreasing. He added
that the conference would ascertain the causes and possible
zolutions to solve these problems.

The conference will conclude on Monday. HE Dr Yahya Bin
Mahfoudh &l Mantheri, chairman of the State Council, will
preside over the function.
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